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Intro
elcome to the 2013 Colts 
Authority Annual! As we 
prepare for the kickoff to 
the new season, Colts fans 
have plenty to look forward 

to. Whether your eye is on a revamped 
defense, new offensive linemen, the 
second season of a certain all-world 
quarterback or the quest to retake the 
AFC South, we’ve got you covered.

Colts Authority was founded with a 
commitment to bring you research, 
data and fun, and this year’s inaugural 
publication features everything you 
need to know to prep for the coming 
year.

You’ll get fantastic profiles of the 
personalities and decisions that built 
the 2013 Colts, in-depth film work, 
next-level stats and just enough 
laughs to keep you turning the pages.

Whether you’ve been a season 
ticket holder since 1984, or can 
barely remember Marshall Faulk, this 
magazine will have something for you.

In these pages, you’ll find reference 
to stats and other on-line publications 
that require some explanation.  Here 
are a few references that we used in 
our research:

Pro Football Reference is your one-
stop shop for NFL stats and research. 
If you need to look up numbers on a 
player, this is where you go first.

Football Outsiders is a site that 
specializes in advanced metrics. 
Their signature stat, DVOA (Defense 
Adjusted Value Over Average), can be 
used to rank players, teams or units 
(offense, defense, special teams). 
DVOA measures value per-play (so, 
efficiency), while DYAR (Defense-
adjusted Yards Above Replacement) 
measures total value. 

Pro Football Focus is a scouting 
site that grades individual player 
performances and tracks a few unique 
statistics, such as Pass Blocking 
Efficiency (measures total pressures 
allowed per dropback) and Pass Rush 
Productivity (measures pressures per 
pass rush).

Advanced NFL Stats is a site that 
measures advanced statistics, 
especially, but not limited to, EPA 
(Expected Points Added) and WPA 
(Win Probability Added). 

From Anderson to MetLife Stadium 
(we hope!), Colts Authority has you 
covered all year, so sit back and get 
crunked for another exciting year of 
Colts football.

Go Horse!

W

[ Nate Dunlevy ]
Co-founder, Colts Authority
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Back in October, Colts 

Authority writer Josh 

Boeke predicted a 

playoff run for the 

Colts. Don’t believe us? 

Read the full article.

Luck faced impossible expectations and 

the weight of a legend’s departure. Relive 

his historic 2012 season and look ahead 

to what the future may hold.

95

31

13

Olly Dawes takes you 

through every draft 

pick from Bjoern 

Werner to Kerwynn 

Williams,      discover 

which rookies will be 

making an impact this 

season.

2012 was an amazing 

season, but that was 

then and this is now, see 

what 2013 will look like 

in this comprehensive 

season preview.

45  1 5 BEST GAMES OF 2012
Which five games did we think were the absolute best 

of an amazing 2012 season?

 17 THE JOB NOBODY WANTED
Ryan Grigson took over a 2-14 team with an ailing QB 

and a mess of a salary cap. How did he turn it around?

 25 #CHUCKPAGANO
Chuck Pagano’s battle with cancer last season inspired 

the nation.

 39 ANDREW LUCK: BY THE NUMBERS
Resident Colts Authority stat guru, Scott Kacsmar,     

examines Luck’s rookie year in numbers.

 41 87 REASONS TO LOVE REGGIE WAYNE
We’re sure you have many of your own reasons for 

loving Reggie, here are some of ours.

 55 FREE AGENCY REVIEW
The Colts had a lot of money to spend in the 2013 

offseason, find out how they used it.

 87 AFC SOUTH PREVIEW
The Colts first goal every season is to win the division, 

take a look at what they’re up against.

  113 WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Ever wonder what happened to all those players from 

the 2006 SB team? Yeah? Find out here..
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5BESTGAMESOF2012
2012 WAS AN INCREDIBLE YEAR BY ANY STANDARD, AND WITH SO MANY GREAT GAMES TO CHOOSE FROM IT WAS 
TOUGH TO PICK JUST 5, BUT THAT’S WHY THEY PAY US THE BIG BUCKS. HERE YOU ARE THEN:

AS TOLD BY THE COLTS AUTHORITY STAFF WRITERS
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Reggie had the 
game of his life  

(13 for 212 yards)
highlighted by 

this one-handed 
catch as Charles 

Woodson grabbed 
his other arm.

Pagano’s long-term health 
was in serious jeopardy, and 
the team was thus far living 
up (or down) to their low ex-
pectations. 
There were two paths from 
here. First, and most likely, 
was that the team would 
succumb to failure under 
the pressure. The Green 
Bay Packers were coming 

to town, and Aaron Rodgers 
and a ferocious Packer pass 
rush looked poised to take 
advantage of a reeling Indi-
anapolis squad.
The second path — dis-
cussed halfheartedly by fans 
and media — had Pagano’s 
ordeal motivating the squad, 
allowing them to play out-
side of themselves for a week 
and “Win one for the Gip-
per,” so to speak. Based on 
the evidence available, how-
ever, this didn’t seem likely. 
The Colts simply didn’t have 
the talent, especially with 
a plethora of players show-
ing up on the injury report. 
Starters Vontae Davis, Pat 
Angerer, Joe Reitz and Sam-
son Satele were forced to sit 
the game out, as well as re-
serves Justin King and Seth 
Olsen.  
Fortunately for the Colts and 
their fans, the team took the 
latter road.
After falling behind 21-3 in 
the first half, Indianapolis 
roared back in the second 

drive, the Colts faced a third 
down, and Luck struggled to 
find an open receiver on his 
initial progression.
But, like he did as well as 
any other quarterback in the 
2012 season, Luck found a 
way to convert, bursting up 
the middle and diving be-
tween two tacklers to reach 
the first down marker. The 
officials would confirm the 
spot after review, setting the 
Colts up on the Packers’ four-
yard line. Colts fans won’t 
forget what happened next 
any time soon, as the im-
age of Wayne’s outstretched 
arm crossing the goal line is 
deeply etched in our memo-
ries. 
The emotional waves that 
ran through that day can’t 
be counted. The Colts have 
had a plethora of great wins 
over the years, but this is one 

was special. Not only was it 
extraordinary because of the 
game itself, but because of 
what the comeback win rep-
resented.
The #Chuckstrong game, as 
it would come to be known, 
looked like a temporary high, 
a one-time boost in ability 
due to the emotions inter-
twined in the day. But the 
win sparked a season-long 
run that defied odds and 
shocked critics, and demon-
strated why the 2012 Colts 
were unique. 
The veteran leaders that 
powered the team for the 
rest of the season (and were 
invaluable pieces in the ri-
diculously quick rebuild) 
also powered the comeback 
win, and it would be a blue-
print for the rest of the sea-
son. While Luck garnered 
headlines with his play (and 
deservedly so), the perfor-
mances of veterans was the 
not-so-silent motor that 
drove the comeback.
It was Jerraud Powers spark-
ing the run with a game-
changing interception. It 
was Robert Mathis, Dwight 
Freeney and Cory Redding 
combining for four sacks in 
the second half. Mostly, it 
was Reggie Wayne having 
a historically great game, 
catching 13 passes for 212 
yards and the aforemen-
tioned touchdown, as well as 
a highlight-reel, one-handed 
catch over future Hall-of-
Famer Charles Woodson.
The development of the 
Colts’ young players would 
be a key point in the rest 
of the season, but #Chuck-
strong was initiated by the 
vets. Now, for this success 
to continue for the rest of 
the season, they would need 
help. On first glance, it didn’t 
seem like the young, inexpe-
rienced roster would be able 
to provide that. 
But that’s what made what 
happened next so special. 

half. Energized after CB Jer-
raud Powers’ interception, 
the team outscored the Pack-
ers 27-6 to finish the game. 
With the defense keeping 
Rodgers at bay, Andrew Luck 
and the offense scored on 
five of their seven drives in 
the second half. 
The Colts’ emotionally-
charged rush was punctuat-
ed by a brilliantly engineered 
final drive immediately af-
ter the Packers scored a go-
ahead touchdown with just 
four-and-a-half minutes left. 
Luck, who had been lethal 
in two-minute drives dur-
ing the previous two games, 
didn’t disappoint. Going 80 
yards in four minutes, Luck 
was methodical as he leaned 
on Reggie Wayne and Coby 
Fleener to move down the 
field. But as they neared the 
goal line, the drive stalled. 
For the first time on the 

eek 5 came to 
Indianapolis on 
a somber note. 
Not only were 
the Colts 1-2 

after an embarrassing loss 
to Jacksonville in the final 
moments of their Week 3 
matchup, but head coach 
Chuck Pagano was taking 
a leave of absence after 
being diagnosed with acute 
promyelocytic leukemia 
during the team’s bye week. 

W
BY KYLE RODRIGUEZ
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Reggie Wayne 
stretches out 

over the goal-
line to put the 

Colts ahead for 
good.
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The
OVERTIMETHRILLER

he Colts’ season was balanced on a knife edge headed into the 
matchup in Tennessee, with the W-L column reading 3-3 with only 
one divisional game played – a home defeat against the lowly Jag-
uars. For the Colts to have any realistic prospect of the playoffs, a 

win in Nashville was an absolute pre-requisite. The Titans at 3-4 had even 
more of an imperative if a wildcard spot was to be considered achiev-
able. 

T

Heading into the game, 
the primary concerns 
from the Colts’ per-
spective were two is-
sues in particular. First 
was the lack of protec-
tion afforded to An-
drew Luck, which led 
to unnecessary hits and 
wear-and-tear on the 
young quarterback’s 
frame throughout the 
year. The second is-
sue was the durability 
of Robert Mathis, who 
was in the middle of a 
period in which he’d 
miss four games. The 
issues encountered by 
Dwight Freeney in his 
adaptation to the 3-4 
consequently took on a 
new significance. 

Fortunately for the 
Colts, Tennessee had 
issues of their own.  An 
injury to Michael Roos 
at LT, exposed an in-
experienced, backup 
tackle, Mike Otto, to the 
attentions of the afore-
mentioned Freeney.

The game began with 
the teams trading field 
goals on efficient, roll-
ing drives into opposi-
tion territory. Heavy 
utilization of the run-
ning game was to be 
expected from both 
teams heading in, with 
the Titans looking to 
cash in on the Indi-
anapolis run defense 
while also establishing 
Matt Hasselbeck in the 
starting role, who took 
over due to an injury 
suffered by Jake Lock-
er earlier in the sea-
son. Giving Luck time 
to throw was the main 
priority for the Colts, as 
Luck adapted to Bruce 
Arians’ offense. 
With the score at 3-3 in 
the 2nd quarter, Ten-
nessee’s rookie receiv-
er Kendall Wright had 
perhaps his brightest 
moment of the year. 
Lined up opposite 
Cassius Vaughn on a 
third-and-11, Wright 
accelerated straight 

towards the end zone. 
He bumped Vaughn 
just outside, putting 
the Colts defender off 
balance, before deliv-
ering a lesson in the 
art of contortionism. 
Wright’s body took on 
completely unnatural 
angles to facilitate the 
impressive over the 
shoulder catch, giving 
the Titans a 10-3 lead. 
What followed was 
a lesson in undisci-
plined football from 
both teams until in the 
fourth quarter. Penal-
ties, missed field goals, 
poor execution on of-
fense and toothless 
defense was the story 
of the game from both 
teams. With 10 min-
utes left in the game 
and the score 13-6 
after another pair of 
traded field goals, the 
Colts took possession 
after a touchback. With 
Tennessee’s defense 
visibly gassed, Luck 
and the Colts drained 

over seven minutes off the 
clock and capped the drive 
with a short touchdown run 
from RB Delone Carter.
With Tennessee unable to get 
anything going with the min-
utes remaining, the game en-
tered overtime. New rules re-
garding how to end the game 
came into effect in the regular 
season for the first time. After 
receiving the ball with typical 
field position on the 20, the 
Colts ran the ball down the 
throat of the exhausted Ti-
tans’ defense. 
On second-and-10 from the 
Tennessee 16, Vick Ballard 
grabbed his opportunity with 
both hands and quite liter-
ally made a leap for Colts im-
mortality. Squeezing every 
last drop from his body, Bal-
lard’s effort in his run and 
subsequent dive serves as a 
great metaphor for the per-
formance of the entire Colts 
squad last year. Ballard’s pic-
ture-perfect dive displayed 
a lack of regard for his body 
and a simple determination 
to get it done by any means 
necessary. In the same way 
Ballard managed to complete 
his objective in literally the 
only way possible, the Colts 
compensated for a relative 
lack of talent with unity, and 
rode out the tragic storm of 
Pagano’s illness as a collec-
tive, gaining some incredible 
wins and memories along the 
way. 
To put it simply, this game is 
all about one play, and there 
isn’t a play which can encap-
sulate the Colts in 2012 bet-
ter than Vick Ballard and his 
ludicrous, immortal touch-
down leap. 

PJOTO: Don McPeak-USA TODAY Sports

BY BEN SAVAGE
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In a play that was 
voted the best of 

the year by NFL.com, 
Vick Ballard launches 
himself upside down 
into the end zone to 

win in overtime. 
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